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The Human Rights Observer is a quarterly publication of the  Centre for Social Justice 
on issues and news concerning rights of religious minorities in Pakistan. All HRO issues 
to date are accessible through the official PCMR website at pcmr.pk.

Peoples Commission for Minorities' Rights is an independent, non-profit and non-
partisan advocacy group working for the promotion and protection of minority rights 
in Pakistan.
Our members bring unique professional skills, expertise & life experiences to our 
work. Hailing from majority & minority faith-based communities, our members 
include distinguished lawyers, activists, journalists, human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders who are fully committed to working for the promotion, protection and 
fulfilment of minority rights in Pakistan.
Our work cuts across key issue-areas facing minority citizens & communities, 
including, the rising incidence of forced conversions & related crimes, removal of hate 
material in educational curricula, reforms in Christian marriage laws, implementation 
of job quota, and lack of compliance with the Supreme Court's landmark judgment on 
minority rights protection.
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About CSJ

Centre for Social Justice (CSJ) is an orgnization that engages in result-oriented 
research, advocacy and capacity building concerning human rights, peacebuilding, 
democratic development and social justice for the people in general and marginalized 
groups in particular.
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Suman Kumari – First Hindu Civil Judge in Pakistan

News
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Suman Kumari became the first Hindu woman to be appointed as a civil judge in Pakistan. Ms. Kumari, 
who hails from Qambar-Shahdadkot in Sindh province, 
will serve in her native district. Suman Kumari passed her 
LL.B. examination from Hyderabad and did her masters in 
law from Karachi's Szabist University. According to her 
father Dr. Pawan Kumar Bodan, her father, Suman wants 
to provide free legal assistance to the poor in Qambar-
Shahdadkot. “Suman has opted for a challenging 
profession, but I am sure she will go places through hard 
work and honesty,” the father said.
Source: Dawn News

National Minorities Day (11th August) celebrated across 
the country

The National Minorities Day was observed on 11th August 2019 to honour the services and sacrifices 
rendered by minorities for the country over the years. The day also recognizes the contribution of 
minorities in the Pakistan Movement. On this occasion, events, seminars and social gatherings were 
arranged across the country by members of various religious minorities. 

CSJ and PCMR organized a Minorities Day Convention in collaboration with the Ministry of Human Rights 
& Minorities Affairs, National Commission for Justice & Peace, Ajoka Theatre and Cecil & Iris Chauhdry 
Foundation in Lahore.



Reforms in Christian Matrimonial Laws – A Timeline

03

th
August 20 , 2019 – Lahore: Federal Cabinet, under the leadership of Minister for Human Rights, Dr. 
Shireen Mazari, approved 'in principle' a draft Christian Marriage & Divorce Bill 2019 – an 
announcement made by the Federal Information Minister. 

th th
August 19  – 26 , 2019 – Lahore & Islamabad: PCMR constituted an Expert Working Group 
comprising legal experts & religious scholars held a series of consultations in Lahore & Islamabad to 
identify problematic areas of law in the draft Bill. 

Call for establishment of Rozgar Authority to monitor 
job quota for minorities

A Rozgar Authority Bill has been drafted following a series of multi-
stakeholder consultations in Lahore and Islamabad led by the 
Centre for Social Justice and PCMR, and supported by independent 
rights activists and Civil Society Organizations working on minority 
and labour-related issues. Among other things, the proposed 
legislation calls for the establishment of a Rozgar Authority that 
shall carry out the specific mandate of facilitating and monitoring 
implementation of minorities-related job quotas in the public 
sector at the federal and provincial levels. 

About CMAD Bill 2019
One of key salient features of the proposed Bill is its recognition and expansion of grounds of divorce 
among Christian couples. According to Section 48, CMAD Bill 2019, the following grounds are now 
available for couples seeking dissolution of marriage:

(1) That either the Husband or the Wife has committed adultery and the other spouse finds it 
intolerable to live with the other;

(2) That either the Husband or the Wife has contracted another marriage and is living an 
adulterous life;

(3) That the Husband or the Wife has committed rape or violence as defined under the Section 
2(t). 
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August 26th, 2019 – Lahore: Proposed changes to the Bill were shared with relevant stakeholders in 
Lahore; including, civil society representatives, minority rights activists, academics, journalists & 
lawyers during a briefing led by PCMR Chairperson.

A final list of proposed amendments to the Bill was formulated and shared with the Ministry of 
Human Rights during a meeting with ministerial officials in Islamabad. 

As a women and human rights activist, I fully support the much awaited Christian Marriage and 
Divorce Bill 2019. This new bill will replace Christian Marriage Act 1972 and Christian Divorce Act 1969, 
eliminating all forms of gender-based discrimination. I believe the new bill will prove beneficial for 
Christian women; particularly in curbing underage and forced marriages of minority women. 
Naureen Akhtar (CSJ Board Member)

“Following a series of consultations with experts, we have been able to formulated a number of 
recommendations to amend the draft Bill. Our suggestions have tracted support from concertned 
ministerial officials at the Ministry for Human Rights. We look forward to continued support and 
engagement in this regard.”
Dr. Alexander John Malik (Bishop Emeritus of Lahore)

"Although marriage, divorce, inheritance and maintenance laws depend on beliefs and customs of the 
concerned communities, the civil law cannot replace, cancel or be subservient to religious law. Civil 
law must protect the rights of people to freedom from violence and exploitation." 
Mr. Peter Jacob (Chairperson, PCMR)

(4) That the Husband or the Wife has deserted the other or does not know of his/her 
whereabouts for over two years without sufficient cause; 

(5) That the marriage has not been consummated within one year since the solemnization of 
the marriage. 

(6) That either the Husband or the wife lacks discretionary judgment concerning the essential 
matrimonial rights and an obligation to be mutually giving and accepting. 



Jagjit Kaur
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CASES

Jagjit kaur from Nanakana Sahib was abducted, 
converted and married with a Muslim man on 28th 
August 2019 around midnight. A Sikh convention was 
scheduled to happen in Lahore on 31st August 2019, 
with 50 international scholars expected to participate. 
In the aftermath of this case, protests were held locally 
as well in different countries across the world with Sikh 
communities boycotting Pakistan and demanding the 
safe recovery of girl. Subsequently, efforts were made 
by Government of Pakistan, especially Punjab 
Government and Governor Punjab to hold reconciliation between both families with a guarantee  to 
send Jagjit Kaur back to her family on 3rd September 2019. To date, Jagjit Kaur remans in a shelter home.
Source: The Nation/Dawn News

Monika Lohana

Monika Lohana of Hyderabad, was abducted in October 2018 at 
the age of 11. Following notice from Bilawal Bhutto, she was 
recovered from Sehwan Sharif and brought before the court 
where she gave a statement in favor of her parents and was 
allowed to go with them. When the doctors conducted her 
medical examination, it was revealed that she was raped 
multiple times in these four days of abduction.

Monika was re-abducted on 13th September by the goons of 
Bharchundi Sharif. To divert the attention from Monika's Re-
abduction, they accused Notan Ram (Principle of Sindh Public 
School) of false blasphemy charges on 15th September. This has 
created unrest in Ghotki resulting in violence attack targeting 
the mandirs, schools and public places.

After 6 days of her re-abduction she was produced in Hyderabad bench of the Sindh High Court on 19th 
September 2019 after being converted and married to a Muslim boy after misleadingly showing her age 
as 18 years. From an investigative point of view it bears to note she was of 11 years but her medical 
certificate showed her age at 16 years. If her rapist was set free in October 2018, it remains a mystery 
how, after only 11 months since, she turned 18 by 19th September 2019. The incident calls into question 
the implementation of the provincial laws governing age of marriage in Sindh.
Source: Gulf News/PCMR



Nimrita  Chandani

On 17th September, 019, a young Hindu girl – Nimrita 
Chandini, who belonged to Mirpur Mathelo, a taluka 
of Ghotki, was found lying on a charpoy with a rope 
tied to her neck while her hostel room was locked 
from inside.

A final year student of Bibi Asifa Dental College, 
Larkana, was found dead under ostensibly mysterious 
circumstances. The police have arrested 32 suspects 
in the case and recorded their statements He said the 
police have recorded statements of the university 
teachers, employees, students, besides the hostel 
provost.

As of 30th September, the police authorities have been unable to ascertain whether Nimrita’s death was 
a result of alleged suicide or murder, and the same will only be possible once the results of the final post-
partum report. The case has sparked controversy across social media and civil society circles, locally and 
internationally.
Source: Experss Tribune/Dawn News
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Who is Helena Saeed ?

Pakistan's first female Additional Inspector General to 
rise from a position of rank and file as Patrolling In-
Charge.

A dedicated, hardworking and honest police officer, she 
belongs to Quetta, Balochistan where she has served as 
an inspiration for young women interesting in joining 
the police forces. Her late husband, Retd. captain, Mr. Rizwan Khan Tareen was martyred during an anti-
terrorist operation in Haripur, KPK. After her husband's demise, she passed her CSS exams. She has 
served in Motorway Police as D.I.G Headquarters, S.S.P Special Branch (Islamabad), Deputy I.G 
(Islamabad), and Commandment Police Academy. She is currently working with the Ministry of Interior.

PCMR would like to extend its apologies for inaccurate information regarding Helena Saeed's religious 
background in HRO Volume 1, Issue No. 1. We have been informed that she identifies herself as a Muslim. 
(Source; Naeem Qaisar). 
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Sanawar Balam
District Coordinator (Sargodha), Ministry of Human Rights & Religious 
Affairs
What are the most alarming challenges faced by minorities in your 
district?
Minorities living in Sargodha experiences socially discriminatory. 
Irregularities in public sector employment, hate material in education 
curricula in schools, forced labor, illegal possession of property of 
minorities, dearth of educational/scholarship opportunities, discriminatory 
behavior at professional workplaces and overall sense of alienation by 
minority marginalized people in the society. 
What is the one cause or struggle or issue that is close to your heart? And why?
32 years old Imran Masih from Sargoha, father of three, is a resident of Chak No. 132 South, near the 
outskirts of Sargodha district, been seeking a government job for the last seven years. 
During a meeting of the Community Youth Group he expressed disappointment with his efforts to get a 
job. He was encouraged to continue his effort. After that Imran Masih was invited to attend a workshop 
where he was trained in compiling documents, writing a CV, writing a job quota application, and 
submitting applications correctly. During this time, he also kept in touch with me, seeking advice and 
guidance. Recently, he got a government job in Sargodha University.
What particular initiatives has your department/office taken to address these challenges?
Through a combination of awareness-raising, capacity-building and counselling services, we have 
managed to facilitate 27 persons in availing the minorities' job quota, and 250 students have been 
connected with educational scholarship opportunities. 

What are your individual plans, as an HR Coordinator, to uplift the status of minorities in your area?
In the future we plan to establish a legal aid cell where pro-bono lawyers will ensure that the fundamental 
rights of minorities are protected and enforced through litigation. We also hope to undertake special 
measures against violation of minority rights, particular vis-à-vis implementation job quota by liaising 
with the district administration and the District Human Rights Committee.

Featured Interview
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